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US blueberry consumption growth

FRESH BLUEBERRY PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION IN THE US
(POUNDS) _ -
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State of the cultivars in Florida

UF IFAS
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South-Central FL. South-Central Florida Acreage By Date of
Percentage Acreage by Cultivars
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87% of Florida is planted with UF varieties
57% of FL blueberry area planted with varieties released within the last 10 years UF/IFAS
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UF Blueberry Breeding Program

e

ik i Breeding + Extension

|.  Develop cultivars with superior traits
“Local focus and global impact”

2. Support FL Stakeholder stay

competitive

Research + Teaching
3. Research and implement advanced tools for
breeding: faster; cheaper and more accurate

4. Training the next generation of breeders

UF IFAS
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Developing Cultivars with Superior
Traits “Local Focus and Global Impact”

UF IFAS
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History and Impact of
University of Florida  gluebertes

Ralph Sharp
Wayne Shermar

‘Colossus’

Domestication Crossings with ‘Sharpblue’ ‘Star” ‘Snowchaser’ Keacrien? ‘Sentinel’
(NHB, New Jersey) V. darrowii ‘Emerald’ ‘Kestrel —_ P ‘Albus’
YJewel’ ‘Sweetcrisp’ ptimus ‘Pink’
" 3 3° ¢® 3° 8° $”
,\o,c) ) ) o) ) o)

@ -68 releases from UF
@ PLUS ~80 releases in collaboration or directly from our crosses
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49 years ago, a new varietal
type was born!!

Dr. Ralph Sharpe

2026 Celebrating

Innovation
Vision
Industry
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50 YEARS OF

SHARPBLUE

1976
INTRODUCING

SHARPER

IMPACT - VISION - INNOVATION
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Varieties; constant and continuous change

South-Central Florida

North Florida

Then Now
Farthing Sentinel
Meadowlark Optimus
Springhigh Falcon
Emerald Farthing
Jewel Patrecia
Star

Then Now
Chickadee FL19-006
Kestrel Falcon

Avanti Sentinel
Endura Arcadia
Arcadia Optimus

Emerald Albus

Jewel

What we have added: Yield, Size, Consistency, Firmness, Mechanical harvest, Flavor, etc.
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Future

Disease resistant

Chilli thrips resistance

Ripening concentration

Varieties with differentiating
traits

UF IFAS



Support Stakeholder Maintain
Competitiveness

UF IFAS
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UF/IFAS Blueberry Growers Guide App

Provided to you by the University of Florida
Blueberry Breeding Program.

Bluehery 9.

Scouting Guide e
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Calendar ’ Loaves
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Settings @
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About
0 Fruit
k Roots
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Contact

Outreach Tools
Phone App

¥ “ve
W wwm < @
T - TH Cuttvars |
+od Colossus FL11-35 218 -
SOUTY 1) HGP U Bhetty
{ Cutvars  Colossus FLY1-36
Chickadee FLOA-235
& Soummedm Mghtush Bluebecry -
L bacwe .2 sary ety st @)
Fruit Firmness: 262 - 288 g/mm
Colossus FL11-35
Dknane @ HuSn RPN Pueoy :1"":?-'): Zn:{\’?:cmn provides fiexibbty n
% harvesting smo UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA
inpact Pasts Berry Weight: 2.4 -4.0g
Colottut NS vary Gege IS Lm0 Soed it Average: 279
Woeds Emerald FL95-209a with very Pgh fruk fiemness. it Blooms Larger than Emarald, sivlar 10 Magnus
6 SOUT HQrOush Blbarry SOt later with & short Bioom-to-
o v r . f tod (183 woll withan the Flonds 5
Y ” searp sl gotondpriricbind 8 Berry Diameter: 17.9 - 23,0 mm
3 B thom machne harvestg tris. Avarage: 19.0 mm
Endura FLOG-377 Larger than Emerald, similar %0 Endura
‘ Soumern HgHtust usberry and Patrecia
Managed Bees has
. . Yes Brix:10.1-133
Average: 12.3
. i HgMr than Emerakd, simidar 10 Optimus
Blubery 3. WEIFAS T .

Brix/Acid Ratio: 14.7 - 21.8
Avarage: 17.4

Siervlar 10 Arcadia

Fruit Scar

Normal (small and dry), simiar to Emeraid

Wax/Bloom

Medum, senlar 30 Emacald

Google Play

P b Mok ntn

UF IFAS

UNIVERSITY af FLORIDA



Extension

Point of contact for growers

Farm visits Diego Cabezas, M.Sc._
&,

-

End of the season survey
EDIS extension publications
Breeding program website

Monthly newsletter, blog and
management calendar

FBGA fall, spring, and summer meetings
Articles in specialty crop magazines
Member of the FBGA

Dough Phillips, M.Sc. 5§ #
Social media (~10,000)
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Research and Implementation of
advance tools for breeding

UF IFAS



Chilli Thrips Management

* Collect damage ratings on all trial
selections, use this data to select
genotypes to advance

* Share grower end of season
survey data, grower feedback on
controls, other data with UF
entomologist

e Collaborate on publications

UF IFAS



Rust Management in Evergreen System

Collect damage ratings on all trial
selections, use this data to select
genotypes to advance

Help fund research, identify
potential resistance markers and
traits

Collaborate with UF pathologist on
grower visits, publications

Share grower end of season survey

data, grower feedback on controls a= UFIFAS
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% of total volume harvest by machine
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High yield

High quality

Consistency

Lower cost

How do we compete?

5.00
4.50
4.00
3.50
3.00
2.50
2.00
1.50

per pound (non-organic)

UsD

) =
I L

D

| | | | |
— — Mo M J
- LA = g (-
spunod uol||iw

|
Ln

-

2020 2021 2022 2025 2024 2025

Florida season
Bl Price —=\olume

UF IFAS

UNIVERSITY af FLORIDA



UF IFAS



Thanks to our collaborators!!

Straughn Farms
U F/| FAS y Windsor/Waldo, FL
FFSP
PSREU
H&A _ Citra, FL

Dr. Phill Harmon Umatilla, FL .

; Frogmore Fresh Wild Goose
Dr. Oscar Liburd Dade City, FL Umatilla, FL
Dr. Gera rdo Nunez Astin Farms Florida Best

Wimauma, FL Haines City, FL

Clear Springs
Homeland, FL

Island Grove Ag Prod.
Arcadia, FL

River Valley
Arcadia, FL PF Berry
Barben Farms Venus, FL

Avon Park, FL

UF IFAS

UNIVERSITY af FLORIDA



UF IFAS
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Thank you!
Questions?

www.blueberrybreeding.com
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